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the time of the Marseilles assassination, which was entirely the
work of Macedonian Comitadjis, with no connection whatever
with the Croatians. It is unfortunately the habit in France in
such cases to hit first without thought for the far-reaching con-
sequences, giving unchecked vent to public anger in accordance
with the principle " hit first and ask afterwards ". The fact,
therefore, that the Croatians had directly nothing to do with
the murder of Alexander and Barthou did not prevent the
police from hunting them like wild beasts, arresting them every-
where without any good reason and expelling them over-night.
In less than a fortnight this small group of refugees had been
completely and pitilessly liquidated. A little later statements
were made in the foreign and even French Left papers giving
these refugees* accounts of the incredible treatment they had
received at the hands of the police, "bashing and battering"
being only one of the amusements popular at the police-stations.
Strangely enough, these reports, which were only too reminiscent
of those made by political prisoners in Bulgarian, Rumanian,
Polish and Yugoslav prisons, were ignored by the " League of
the Rights of Man" and the Leftist International Lawyers*
Association, which continued to send barristers and observers to
the spectacular " Communist" trials held in the small Balkan
countries.
These Left Wing circles failed to understand that a tendency
does not spring up overnight, but develops slowly in a straggling
manner, helped by propitious economic events or retarded by
decisive counter-attack, only to blossom forth again shortly
afterwards unless the root of the evil is removed.
It took Hitler ten years to get into power, having almost faded
from public life in Germany between 1924 and 1929, because
the requisite economic conditions were not then suitable to give
active impulse to his movement. But every year insignificant
outbursts a la cravache showed that he was still there waiting,
like a mole, for the right hole to emerge from obscurity.
The Third Republic was thus a republic in name only, retain-
ing only its carcass. It was slowly transformed from within
economically and socially (by sudden advance and equally
sudden retraction) and politically, into this Francisca-Fascist Etat
Frangais. At first incidents like those after the Marseilles
assassination, and later openly reactionary activities made the
goal clear enough, so that the Vichy coup d'etat when it came
was scarcely more than a logical conclusion.
Naturally, at every stage of this development in Germany,
France or Europe it would have been possible to put a brake on